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Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome to Hamilton Avenue for the 2018-2019 school year.  
Here are Some Things You Need to Know, 
 

ABOUT: Act 2 

I am very excited about returning to Hamilton Avenue for a second year as the Interim Principal.  I would not 
have agreed to returning if I did not feel I could help move our school forward. However I need your help and I 
encourage you to please take an active role in your child’s education.  While our district continues to experience changes 
in leadership, here at Hamilton Avenue we are ready for a very productive year.   
 

ABOUT: Mark your calendars 

 Wednesday, August 29 from 2:00-3:00, MEET and GREET- for all students PK-5. A parent/ guardian must 
accompany all students who attend.  You and your children are invited to visit their classrooms, meet their teachers, say 
hi to old friends and begin to make new ones. 
 Thursday, August 30 at 8:15AM- PARADE OF LEARNERS-   
 

    Calling All Papa-razzi and Mama- razzi       As we did last year-  
Bring your cameras on this first day as we welcome your children back to school. All students grades K-5 will 

meet their teachers on the field beginning at 7:45.  Parents will be asked to line the walkway into the building, cheering 
for the students and wishing them a great year of learning. The event will begin promptly at 8:15 with the Pledge and 
the Parade. In case of rain students will be allowed into the building at 8:00  and should go directly to their classrooms.  
Once the Parade has ended we invite ALL to the Cafetorium for our Community Resource Fair.  
              The PTA  and our school psychologist will host a Community Resource Fair with coffee and light refreshments in 
the Cafetorium from 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  Representatives from various community organizations and agencies will be 
available to provide you with information about their services.  This is an opportunity to learn about after-school 
programs, library services, voter registration and other important resources available in our community.   
            Friday, August 31,  at 7:30  a.m. The HAM (Hamilton AM)  Program begins.  Please do not drop children off before 7:30 as 
there is no one to supervise your child until then.  Students who attend this program will participate with staff in supervised 
activities.  The program is open to all students, K-5. There is no cost for this program and you may use this on a day to day basis.  
 

Additional Information: 
 

 Daily Arrival and Dismissal Procedures: 
• If you need the HAM before school program it begins at 7:30 a. m. otherwise, student drop off is  between 7:55 and 8:15 a.m. -  

Staff will assist students out of vehicles from 7:55 - 8:15 a.m.  Breakfast is served from 7:45 - 8:10 a.m. Should you need to 
come into the school at drop off you MUST park and come into the building and you must enter through the Main entrance on 
St. Roch’s Ave. For safety sake, NO VISITORS WILL BE ADMITTED THROUGH THE PARKING LOT DOORS. 

 

Ms. Trudi Durrell 
Assistant Principal 

Mr. John Grasso 
Interim Principal 
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• It is very important that you complete and return the Student Dismissal Information form (attached). 
• If you know in advance of a dismissal change, please send in a note to your child’s teacher. 
• If you do not know in advance, but need a dismissal change, you must notify the office by 1:00 p.m. the latest.  
 Requests received after 1:00 p.m. will not be honored, with the exception of true emergencies.  Please understand                    
that this is to assure the safe dismissal of every student.  
• Dismissal for all students is at 2:45 p.m.   Kindergarten will dismiss from the cafetorium. Please note that students 
who are picked up early are missing valuable instructional time.  Even ten minutes makes a big difference over the course of 
a school year.    Please respect that instruction begins at 8:15 a.m.  and ends at 2:45 p.m.  
• Pre-K students in the extended program will dismiss at 2:30 p.m. 
 

REMINDER: Food and Birthday Celebration Procedure:  
 

A child’s birthday can be a very special day, at home and at school.  Given the increasing number of children who have food 
allergies, dietary restrictions, custom or religious affiliation, food at birthday celebrations is not permitted.  
  
  At Hamilton Avenue School we celebrate birthdays by announcing the birthday during the morning announcements, and 
inviting the student to the office for a Photo with the Principal. This picture will be sent to you through email as a remembrance 
of their special day.  In addition they will receive a birthday bracelet and pencil.  
 

Important Information   
The start time for school is 8:15 a.m. and  students will be marked tardy any time after 8:15 a.m.  Instruction begins 

 promptly at 8:15 a.m.  Please be sure to have your student here on time as it will enable him/ her the best opportunity for a 
successful day.  
 

Enclosed  you will find your child’s class list and an Emergency Information Form. It is critical that this form is 
completed and sent back to school as soon as possible.  It enables us to reach any parent in the event of an emergency.  Please 
check out our school website for updated information and all forms:  www.greenwichschools.org/has  

Forms listed below must be completed and returned to the school no later than Friday, September 7, 2018. Hard copies will also 
be available in the office.  
 

• Emergency Information Form  
• Free and Reduced Lunch Application  
• Parent  Medical Sign Off 
• Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Agreement 
• GPS Publicity Release Form 
• Student Dismissal Information Form – this remains in effect until the office is otherwise notified in  writing of a change 
 

We invite our Pre-K families to be part of (y)our school. Now is a great time to prepare your child to enter school. 
Starting with this letter try an earlier bedtime hour.  Most importantly, talk about school with enthusiasm.  Use comforting 
words and a soft tone of voice.  You may choose to designate a special soft toy or blanket to accompany your child to school.   We 
recognize that this transition can be very challenging and are here to support you and your child.  As parents we have all been 
through the opening day of “real” school.  All parents are invited to join us in the Cafetorium for the Resource Fair.  
 

Thank you for entrusting your child to our care, we are here to serve you.   On behalf of the HAS faculty and staff, we 
look forward to partnering with you to provide an enriching educational experience for your child(ren).   Enjoy the remainder of 
your summer and we we look forward to seeing you for The Meet and Greet on August 29 and on the First Day, August 30.  
 

Best wishes for a wonderful school year! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

John Grasso 

Principal Hamilton Avenue School 
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