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EARLY PEOPLES & ARCHAEOLOGY 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 
• Students will describe and use archaeological methods of generating hypotheses, examining 

and interpreting evidence, and evaluating sources. 
• Students will analyze how archaeological discoveries are changing our knowledge of early 

peoples. 
• Students will identify technological and social advancements that lead to complex culture. 
• Students will identify ways humans adapt to their environment, and ways that the environment 

affects culture. 
 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND DO:  
• Students will describe early physical and cultural development of early people from the 

Paleolithic Era to the revolution of agriculture, with emphasis on: 
* characteristics of hunter-gatherer societies 
* tool making and use of fire 
* the development of culture from hominids to modern man (e.g. Australopithecus, 

Homo habilis, Homo erectus, Homo sapiens, Neanderthal and Cro-Magnon) 
• Students will describe the impact of geography on hunter-gatherer societies and apply the 

Five Themes of Geography (Location, Place, Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, 
and Region). 

 
WORTH BEING FAMILIAR WITH: 
• Students will describe early physical and cultural development of mankind from the 

Paleolithic Era to the revolution of agriculture, with emphasis on: 
* archaeological tools and procedures used for excavation and analysis including 

dating methods 
*  famous archaeologists (e.g. Donald Johanson, The Leakey family, Robert 

Ballard, Howard Carter) 
* important archaeological sites, (e.g. Stonehenge, Ice Man, Pompeii, Bog 

Mummies, Moai of Easter Island, Olduvai Gorge, Lascaux Caves, New Grange, 
Koster) 

• Students will locate on a map of the world: the Great Rift Valley, Olduvai Gorge, Neander 
Valley (SW Europe), Bering Strait (land bridge to North America). 
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The Development of Ancient Civilizations 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 
• Students will describe the factors (geographical, social, technological) that cause the 

evolution of culture. 
• Students will define civilizations as complex cultures made up of social, political, economic, 

and belief systems. 
• Students will analyze and evaluate the impact of leaders on culture. 
 
 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND DO: 
• Students will compare early settlements (e.g. Ain Mallaha, Umm Dabaghiyah, Catal Huyuk) 

and civilizations, including Sumer and Mesopotamia, in terms of: 
* the factors (geographical, social, technological) that cause the evolution of early 

settlements to early civilizations 
* advancements that gave rise to stable agriculture and cites 
* the Five Themes of Geography 
* the development of culture: social, political, economic, and belief systems 
* the development of religious traditions 
* the development of language and writing (e.g. cuneiform and literature) 
* the development of inventions and innovations 

 
WORTH BEING FAMILIAR WITH: 
• Students will compare early settlements (e.g. Ain Mallaha, Umm Dabaghiyah, Catal Huyuk) 

and civilizations, including Sumer and Mespotamia, in terms of: 
* leaders, (e.g. Hammurabi, Shamshi-Adad, Nebuchadnezzar) 
* location in time and place of early settlements and civilizations 

• Students will locate on a map of the Middle East: the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, the Zagros 
and Taurus Mountains, the Persian Gulf, the Red, Caspian, Black, and Mediterranean Seas, 
the Fertile Crescent, and the sites of Ancient Sumer and Mespotamia. 
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Ancient Egypt 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 
• Students will analyze the impact of specific geographical features such as rivers, mountains, 

and other natural boundaries on a civilization. 
• Students will analyze the impact of religion as an organizing system of a culture. 
• Students will demonstrate mastery of research skills in an independent research project by: 

* asking questions to guide research 
* finding resources to answer these questions 
* distinguishing between relevant and irrelevant information in note taking 
* synthesizing information into graphic organizer 

 * presenting findings in logical and meaningful ways 
 * develop a list of works consulted 
 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND DO: 
• Students will analyze the history of Ancient Egypt from about 5000 to 50 BC as an example 

of a long-lasting civilization with emphasis on: 
* the Five Themes of Geography 

 * the impact of the Nile River on the growth of Egypt 
 * how Egypt compares with Mesopotamian civilization 
 * beliefs in afterlife 
 * the social pyramid 
 
WORTH BEING FAMILIAR WITH: 
• Students will analyze the history of Ancient Egypt from about 5000 to 50 BC as an example 

of a long-lasting civilization with emphasis on: 
* the contrasts between upper and lower Egypt 
* the characteristics of Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms 
* the study of pharaohs, e.g. Menes, Akhnaton, Tutankhamon, Hatshepsut, Ramses, 

Cleopatra 
* the impact of mythology 
* the development of hieroglyphics 
* the characteristics of Egyptian Art and what it tells archaeologists about Egyptian 

culture 
* the archaeological artifacts and fossils, (e.g. Rosetta Stone, tombs, temples, 

pyramids) 
* the contributions to technology 

• Students will locate on a map of Ancient Egypt: the Nile, Nile Delta, Upper and Lower 
Egypt, Thebes, Memphis, Giza, Red Sea, Persian Gulf. 
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Ancient Greece 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 
• Students will evaluate ways in which previous civilizations have had an impact on future 

civilizations. 
• Students will identify characteristics of various political/economic systems. 
• Students will evaluate the pros and cons of different political/economic structures. 
• Students will analyze and evaluate contributions of individuals to culture. 
 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND DO: 
• Students will analyze the history of Ancient Greece from about 2000 to 300 BC with 

emphasis on: 
* the Five Themes of Geography 
* the social structure, significance of citizenship, and development of democracy in 

the city-state of Athens 
* a cultural comparison of Athens and Sparta 
* its impact on Western Civilization 

 
WORTH BEING FAMILIAR WITH: 
• Students will analyze the history of Ancient Greece from about 2000 to 300 BC with 

emphasis on: 
* the impact of Greek commerce and colonies on the Mediterranean region 
* the contributions of Greek philosophers (including Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle), 

playwrights, poets, historians, sculptors, architects, scientists, and mathematicians 
* the significance of the Persian Wars and the Peloponnesian Wars 
* life in Athens during the Golden Age of Pericles 
* the conquest of Greece by Macedonia, and the spread of Hellenistic culture by 

Alexander the Great 
• Students will locate on a map of Ancient Greece: Crete, Cyprus, Mount Olympus, Mycenae, 

Knossos, Macedonia, Greece, Turkey, Troy, Athens, Sparta, and the Ionian, Mediterranean 
and Aegean Seas. 
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Ancient Rome 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 
• Students will evaluate ways in which previous civilizations have had an impact on future 

civilizations. 
• Students will analyze the contributing factors that may lead to the decline of a civilization. 
• Students will analyze the dynamics and significance of a social class system. 
 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND DO: 
• Students will analyze the history of Ancient Rome from about 700 BC to AD 500 with 

emphasis on: 
* the Five Themes of Geography 
* patrician and plebeian class system, significance of citizenship, and the 

development of democratic features in the government of the Roman Republic 
* Roman military domination of the Mediterranean basin and Western Europe and 

the spread of Roman culture in these areas 
* the collapse of the Republic and the rise of the Empire 
* contributions in art and architecture, technology and science, literature and 

history, language, religious institutions, and law 
* the reasons for the decline and fall of the Roman Empire 
* its impact on Western civilization 

 
WORTH BEING FAMILIAR WITH: 
• Students will analyze the history of Ancient Rome from about 700 BC to AD 500 with 

emphasis on: 
* the roles of emperors such as Julius Caesar and Constantine and their impact upon 

the political, economic, social and belief systems of Rome 
* the role of entertainment, such as chariot races and gladiatorial conflicts 
* the rise of Christianity and the persecution of various religious groups 

• Students will locate on a map of the Roman Empire circa AD 120: Rome, the Apennine Mts., 
Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia, Mt. Vesuvius, the Alps, Pompeii, the Adriatic Sea, the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Strait of Gibraltar, the Tiber River, Carthage, and Palestine. 
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Critical Thinking Skills/Skills of Historical Analysis 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 
• Students will develop skills for historical analysis, including the ability to: 

* identify, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary sources to make 
generalizations about events and life in ancient cultures 

* distinguish relevant from irrelevant material by examining different sources 
* identify cause and effect relationships 
* differentiate between fact, opinion, and reasoned judgments 

• Students will use different kinds of questions for different purposes (e.g. five W’s for factual 
information, open-ended questions for analysis and evaluation). 

• Students will be able to discuss, debate, and write persuasively. 
• Students will evaluate different assessments of the causes, effects, and outcomes of major 

events in ancient civilizations (Sumer, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome). 
 
IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND DO: 
• Students will develop skills in discussion, comparative analysis, and summary writing as they 

make connections between past and current events. 
• Students will be able to construct various timelines of the ancient civilizations studied 

(Sumer, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome) including landmark dates, technological 
and economic changes, social movements, and military conflicts. 

 
Research/Information Gathering and Presenting Skills 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 
• Students in preparing a research project will: 

* generate questions to guide their research 
* find resources to answer their questions 
* take notes from resources that demonstrate ability to distinguish relevant from 

irrelevant information 
* synthesize information into a graphic organizer 
* present findings in a logical, meaningful way (e.g. written product, oral 

presentation, Power Point, etc.) 
* develop a list of works consulted 

 


