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It's August in Paris and 17-year-old Khayyam 
Maquet—American, French, Indian, Muslim—is at a 
crossroads. This holiday with her parents should be a 
dream trip for the budding art historian. But her 
maybe-ex-boyfriend is probably ghosting her, she 
might have just blown her chance at getting into her 
dream college, and now all she really wants is to be 
back home in Chicago figuring out her messy life 
instead of brooding in the City of Light. 
Two hundred years before Khayyam's summer of 
discontent, Leila is struggling to survive and keep her 
true love hidden from the Pasha who has "gifted" her 
with favored status in his harem. In the present 
day—and with the company of a descendant of 
Alexandre Dumas—Khayyam begins to connect 
allusions to an enigmatic 19th-century Muslim 
woman whose path may have intersected with 
Alexandre Dumas, Eugène Delacroix, and Lord Byron. 

 

 

There are no monsters anymore, or so the children in 
the city of Lucille are taught. Jam and her best friend, 
Redemption, have grown up with this lesson all their 
life. But when Jam meets Pet, a creature made of 
horns and colors and claws, who emerges from one 
of her mother's paintings and a drop of Jam's blood, 
she must reconsider what she's been told. Pet has 
come to hunt a monster, and the shadow of something 
grim lurks in Redemption's house. Jam must fight not 
only to protect her best friend, but also to uncover the 
truth, and the answer to the question—How do you 
save the world from monsters if no one will admit 
they exist? 
Acclaimed novelist Akwaeke Emezi makes their 
riveting and timely young adult debut with a book that 
asks difficult questions about what choices you can 
make when the society around you is in denial. 

 

Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father 
visits her in the Dominican Republic. But this time, on 
the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino 
arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying people… 
 
In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the 
principal’s office, where her mother is waiting to tell 
her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane 
crash. 
 
Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the two 
girls are forced to face a new reality in which their 
father is dead and their lives are forever altered. 
 
And then, when it seems like they’ve lost everything of 
their father, they learn of each other.  

 

 

For as long as she can remember, it’s been Robin and 
her mom against the world. Growing up as the only 
child of a single mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn’t always 
easy, but it has bonded them fiercely together. 
So when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, 
Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a permanent 
relocation—following her mother’s announcement 
that she’s getting married—Robin is devastated. 
Overnight, her life changes. She is dropped into a new 
school where she doesn’t understand the language 
and struggles to keep up. She is completely cut off 
from her friends in Seoul and has no access to her 
beloved comics.      Then one day Robin’s mother 
enrolls her in a local comic drawing class, which 
opens the window to a future Robin could never have 
imagined.   
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A poignant novel of desperation, escape, and survival 
across the U.S.-Mexico border, inspired by current 
events. In this striking portrait of lives torn apart, the 
plight of migrants at the U.S. southern border is 
brought to light through poignant, vivid storytelling. 
An epic journey of danger, resilience, heartache, and 
hope. 

 

 

This is NOT a history book.   
This is a book about the here and now.   
A book to help us better understand why we are 
where we are.  A book about race. 
This remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's 
National Book Award-winning Stamped from the 
Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in 
America, and inspires hope for an antiracist future. It 
takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows 
you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of 
racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas 
have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, 
they can also be discredited.   
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing 
narrative written by beloved award-winner Jason 
Reynolds, this book shines a light on the many 
insidious forms of racist ideas—and on ways readers 
can identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their 
daily lives. 

 

Germany, 1945. The soldiers who liberated the 
Gross-Rosen concentration camp said the war was 
over, but nothing feels over to eighteen-year-old Zofia 
Lederman.  
 
Zofia's last words to her brother were a promise: Abek 
to Zofia, A to Z. When I find you again, we will fill our 
alphabet. Now her journey to fulfill that vow takes her 
through Poland and Germany, and into a displaced 
persons camp where everyone she meets is trying to 
piece together a future from a painful past: Miriam, 
desperately searching for the twin she was separated 
from after they survived medical experimentation. 
Breine, a former heiress, who now longs only for a 
simple wedding with her new fiancé. And Josef, who 
guards his past behind a wall of secrets, and is 
beautiful and strange and magnetic all at once. 

 

 

Norris Kaplan is clever, cynical, and quite possibly too 
smart for his own good. A Black French Canadian, he 
knows from watching American sitcoms that those 
three things don't bode well when you are moving to 
Austin, Texas.     Plunked into a new high school and 
sweating a ridiculous amount from the oppressive 
Texas heat, Norris finds himself cataloging everyone 
he meets: the Cheerleaders, the Jocks, the Loners, and 
even the Manic Pixie Dream Girl. Making a ton of 
friends has never been a priority for him, and this 
way he can at least amuse himself until it's time to go 
back to Canada, where he belongs.     Yet against all 
odds, those labels soon become actual people to 
Norris...Aarti the Manic Pixie Dream Girl, who might, 
in fact, be a real love interest in the making. 

 



 

Based on interviews with young women who were 
kidnapped by Boko Haram, this poignant novel by 
Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani tells the timely story of one 
girl who was taken from her home in Nigeria and her 
harrowing fight for survival. Includes an afterword by 
award-winning journalist Viviana Mazza. This young 
adult novel is an excellent choice for accelerated 
tween readers in grades 7 to 8, especially during 
homeschooling. It's a fun way to keep your child 
entertained and engaged while not in the classroom. 

 

 

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly 
chat–by themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, 
in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for 
“A Room to Talk”), they discover it’s safe to talk about 
what’s bothering them–everything from Esteban’s 
father’s deportation and Haley’s father’s 
incarceration to Amari’s fears of racial profiling and 
Ashton’s adjustment to his changing family fortunes. 
When the six are together, they can express the 
feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of 
the world. And together, they can grow braver and 
more ready for the rest of their lives. 
 

 

A powerful novel about friendship, basketball, and 
one teen's mission to create a better life for his family. 
Written in the tradition of Jason Reynolds, Matt de la 
Peña, and Walter Dean Myers. 
 
Bunny and Nasir have been best friends forever, but 
when Bunny accepts an athletic scholarship across 
town, Nasir feels betrayed. While Bunny tries to fit in 
with his new, privileged peers, Nasir spends more 
time with his cousin, Wallace, who is being evicted. 
Nasir can't help but wonder why the neighborhood is 
falling over itself to help Bunny when Wallace is in 
trouble. When Wallace makes a bet against Bunny, 
Nasir is faced with an impossible decision—maybe a 
dangerous one. 

 

 

From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Salt 
to the Sea and Between Shades of Gray comes a 
gripping, extraordinary portrait of love, silence, and 
secrets under a Spanish dictatorship. 
Madrid, 1957. Under the fascist dictatorship of 
General Francisco Franco, Spain is hiding a dark 
secret. Meanwhile, tourists and foreign businessmen 
flood into Spain under the welcoming promise of 
sunshine and wine. Among them is eighteen-year-old 
Daniel Matheson, the son of an oil tycoon, who arrives 
in Madrid with his parents hoping to connect with the 
country of his mother's birth through the lens of his 
camera. Photography—and fate—introduce him to 
Ana, whose family's interweaving obstacles reveal the 
lingering grasp of the Spanish Civil War—as well as 
chilling definitions of fortune and fear. Daniel's 
photographs leave him with uncomfortable questions 
amidst shadows of danger. He is backed into a corner 
of difficult decisions to protect those he loves. Lives 
and hearts collide, revealing an incredibly dark side to 
the sunny Spanish city. 

 



 

A powerful coming-of-age story about grief, guilt, and 
the risks a Filipino-American teenager takes to 
uncover the truth about his cousin's murder. 
Jay Reguero plans to spend the last semester of his 
senior year playing video games before heading to the 
University of Michigan in the fall. But when he 
discovers that his Filipino cousin Jun was murdered 
as part of President Duterte's war on drugs, and no 
one in the family wants to talk about what happened, 
Jay travels to the Philippines to find out the real story. 
Hoping to uncover more about Jun and the events that 
led to his death, Jay is forced to reckon with the many 
sides of his cousin before he can face the whole 
horrible truth — and the part he played in it. 
As gripping as it is lyrical, Patron Saints of Nothing is 
a page-turning portrayal of the struggle to reconcile 
faith, family, and immigrant identity. 

 

 

Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest 
rappers of all time. Or at least win her first battle. As 
the daughter of an underground hip hop legend who 
died right before he hit big, Bri's got massive shoes to 
fill.     But it's hard to get your come up when you're 
labeled a hoodlum at school, and your fridge at home 
is empty after your mom loses her job. So Bri pours 
her anger and frustration into her first song, which 
goes viral . . . for all the wrong reasons. 
Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, 
portrayed by the media as more menace than MC. But 
with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri 
doesn't just want to make it—she has to. Even if it 
means becoming the very thing the public has made 
her out to be.    Insightful, unflinching, and full of 
heart, On the Come Up is an ode to hip hop from one 
of the most influential literary voices of a generation.  

 

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, 
and always there to help a friend—but none of that 
matters to the police officer who just put him in 
handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood 
behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers 
or the ridicule of his new classmates. 
Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? 
He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. 
Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best 
friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned 
up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop 
beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and 
Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media 
fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack. 

 

 

By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's 
maid for the cruel daughter of one of the wealthiest 
men in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the 
pseudonymous author of a newspaper advice column 
for the genteel Southern lady, "Dear Miss Sweetie." 
When her column becomes wildly popular, she uses 
the power of the pen to address some of society's ills, 
but she's not prepared for the backlash that follows 
when her column challenges fixed ideas about race 
and gender. While her opponents clamor to uncover 
the secret identity of Miss Sweetie, a mysterious letter 
sets Jo off on a search for her own past and the 
parents who abandoned her as a baby. But when her 
efforts put her in the crosshairs of Atlanta's most 
notorious criminal, Jo must decide whether she, a girl 
used to living in the shadows, is ready to step into the 
light.  

 
 



 

From the award-winning author of George, the story 
of a boy named Rick who needs to explore his own 
identity apart from his jerk of a best friend. 
Rick's never questioned much. He's gone along with 
his best friend Jeff even when Jeff's acted like a bully 
and a jerk. He's let his father joke with him about 
which hot girls he might want to date even though that 
kind of talk always makes him uncomfortable. And he 
hasn't given his own identity much thought, because 
everyone else around him seemed to have figured it 
out. 
But now Rick's gotten to middle school, and new doors 
are opening. One of them leads to the school's 
Rainbow Spectrum club, where kids of many genders 
and identities congregate, including Melissa, the girl 
who sits in front of Rick in class and seems to have 
her life together. Rick wants his own life to be that . . . 
understood. Even if it means breaking some old 
friendships and making some new ones. 

 

 

Heartbreak and hope exist together in this remarkable 
graphic novel about growing up in a refugee camp, as 
told by a Somali refugee to the Newbery 
Honor-winning creator of Roller Girl. 
Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent 
most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in 
Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly 
dull, and without access to the medical care Omar 
knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar 
has the opportunity to go to school, he knows it might 
be a chance to change their future . . . but it would 
also mean leaving his brother, the only family 
member he has left, every day. 
Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together in 
this graphic novel about a childhood spent waiting, 
and a young man who is able to create a sense of 
family and home in the most difficult of settings. It's 
an intimate, important, unforgettable look at the 
day-to-day life of a refugee, as told to New York 
Times Bestselling author/artist Victoria Jamieson by 
Omar Mohamed, the Somali man who lived the story. 

 

Perfect for fans of Raina Telgemeier and Gene Luen 
Yang, New Kid is a timely, honest graphic novel about 
starting over at a new school where diversity is low 
and the struggle to fit in is real, from award-winning 
author-illustrator Jerry Craft.  
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than 
drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of 
sending him to the art school of his dreams, his 
parents enroll him in a prestigious private school 
known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the 
few kids of color in his entire grade.     As he makes 
the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment 
to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan 
soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not 
really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to 
navigate his new school culture while keeping his 
neighborhood friends and staying true to himself? 

 

 

All Amara wants for her birthday is to visit her 
father's family in New York City—Harlem, to be exact. 
She can't wait to finally meet her Grandpa Earl and 
cousins in person, and to stay in the brownstone 
where her father grew up. Maybe this will help her 
understand her family—and herself—in new way. 
But New York City is not exactly what Amara thought 
it would be. It's crowded, with confusing subways, 
suffocating sidewalks, and her father is too busy with 
work to spend time with her and too angry to spend 
time with Grandpa Earl. As she explores, asks 
questions, and learns more and more about Harlem 
and about her father and his family history, she 
realizes how, in some ways more than others, she 
connects with him, her home, and her family. 



 
 

 

A Japanese-American family, reeling from their ill 
treatment in the Japanese internment camps, gives up 
their American citizenship to move back to Hiroshima, 
unaware of the devastation wreaked by the atomic 
bomb in this piercing look at the aftermath of World 
War II by Newbery Medalist Cynthia Kadohata. 
World War II has ended, but while America has won 
the war, twelve-year-old Hanako feels lost. To her, 
the world, and her world, seems irrevocably broken. 
America, the only home she's ever known, imprisoned 
then rejected her and her family—and thousands of 
other innocent Americans—because of their Japanese 
heritage... 

 

 

It's Mississippi in the summer of 1955, and Rose Lee 
Carter can't wait to move north. But for now, she's 
living with her sharecropper grandparents on a white 
man's cotton plantation. 
Then, one town over, an African American boy, 
Emmett Till, is killed for allegedly whistling at a white 
woman. When Till's murderers are unjustly acquitted, 
Rose realizes that the South needs a change . . . and 
that she should be part of the movement. 
Linda Jackson's moving debut seamlessly blends a 
fictional portrait of an African American family and 
factual events from a famous trial that provoked 
change in race relations in the United States. 

 

Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be 
different, but she had no idea just how different. For 
starters, Merci has never been like the other kids at 
her private school in Florida, because she and her 
older brother, Roli, are scholarship students. They 
don't have a big house or a fancy boat, and they have 
to do extra community service to make up for their 
free tuition. So when bossy Edna Santos sets her 
sights on the new boy who happens to be Merci's 
school-assigned Sunshine Buddy, Merci becomes the 
target of Edna's jealousy. Things aren't going well at 
home, either: Merci's grandfather and most trusted 
ally, Lolo, has been acting strangely lately — 
forgetting important things, falling from his bike, and 
getting angry over nothing. No one in her family will 
tell Merci what's going on... 

 

 

Edited by National Book Award finalist Ibi Zoboi, and 
featuring some of the most acclaimed bestselling 
Black authors writing for teens today—Black Enough 
is an essential collection of captivating stories about 
what it's like to be young and Black in America.  
Black is...sisters navigating their relationship at 
summer camp in Portland, Oregon, as written by 
Renée Watson. 
Black is...three friends walking back from the 
community pool talking about nothing and everything, 
in a story by Jason Reynolds. 
Black is...Nic Stone's high-class beauty dating a boy 
her momma would never approve of. 
Black is...two girls kissing in Justina Ireland's story set 
in Maryland. 
Black is urban and rural, wealthy and poor, mixed 
race, immigrants, and more—because there are 
countless ways to be Black enough. 

 
 
 


