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New Laws Cufif Teens
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Greenwich Teens Face New Penalties For Underage Drinking

by Ryan Fazio ing laws which forbade underage poss very prevalent in Greenwichis Theoretically, if drinking be-
Executive Editor session of alcohol in public, but "diddata stipulated thahree DUI arrests comes more risky for teens in homes,
not include private property, likeare made in Greenwich per capita fathey may turn more to-
Despite a thick fog which createdVRPHRQHTV KRPH RU e®Dlhe\ Dad&in neifboring Stanwards consumingin fringe environ-
dangerous road conditiom®d a twist cording to State Representaford. Finally from 20042006 there mentsand binge drinking. In light of
of irony, more than a couple hundredive Michael Lawlor. have been six fatal car accidents irrecent events, this could be a reality
parents, students, and members of the Also influencing the amendmentvolving a driver influenced bydrugs for a town that witnessed seven high
press drove to an information sessiowas Connecticut's high levels of uner alcohol, and four of those accidentschool students taken to the hospital
on the new Connecticut "Housdlerage alcohol consumption. A myrinvolved a driver under 21. on the night of an Arch Street event in
Party" law on November 26. Moder4ad of studies support this, including a To address these issues, GreeBeptember.
ated by Headmaster Alan Capasso, ttiecent one by the National Survey owich police exact enforcement on old  The alcohol poisoning suffered by
event featured a panel of two polic®rug Use and Health concluding thataws and new ones alike. While théhose teens largely resulted from
officers and one lawyer to shed lighfonnecticut has the eighth highegturpose of enforcement is clear, thbinge drinking. The same senior said
on how the newregulation affects propensity for underage drinking inexact effect is not easily realizedof the event, "Incentives mattered
both teenagers and paremisiange of the nation. Fairfield County contrib-When asked to what extent he knowthere, too. Because Red and White
issues were tackled during the allottedtes a lot to that ranking; and théhe House Party law has deterred uifthe name of the dance) didn't allow
time. Yet, it is clear that many quescounty is particularly notorious forderage drinking, Greenwich Policealcohol at the dance and also didn't
tions remained unanswered and eveiten dubious youth behavioiThe Officer Kent Reynolds, who dealshave breathalyzers, some kids re-
unanswerable. New Yorker has stated, "Fairfield specifically with youth affairs, re-sponded by drinking all at once just
The statute in question is con-County, Connecticut, teenagers argponded that "it is very difficult to before they arrived." Despite the she-
tained in "An Act Concerning Under-among the heaviest abusers of drugmow for sure” and that only "time"nanigans, Arch Street did not react by
age Drinking," implemented in theand alcohol in the country." By noand "statisticians” will tell. using breathalyzers at its most recent
fall of 2006. It is now illegal for per- means is Greenwich an exception. While mostbelieve that enforce- high school dance on November 16.
sons under 21 to possess alcohol on The GHSsponsored information ment will result in an aggregate reduc-  What is certain is that Greenwich
private property or for adults to know-session emphasized the peril oftion in consumption, many others feapolice will now be busier on weekend
ingly host a party where alcohol issuchconduct, including, but not lim-the effect of alternative behaviorsnights. Officer Reynolds observed
served to minors. The legislation wa#ed to, drunk drivingln his presenta- One GHSsenior opines, "Most kidsthat police have "definitely" become
spurred to close a "loophole” in drinktion, StudentiResourceOfficer Carlos who drink will innovate and find dif- involved in "many more incidents
Franco mentioned that drunk drivingerent environments to drink in." since the law was implemented."




