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Signers of the Declaration of Independence

Database Exercise

On July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia, the members of the Second Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence establishing the United States of America as an independent country.

For these exercises, go to your Group Shared Folder.  Scroll down to Signers of the Declaration DB.  Use the Data menu in Microsoft Excel. 

1. How many men signed the Declaration of Independence?  __________

Use the Sort and Filter-Auto Filter functions:

2.  How many signers were from New England? _________

(Hint: Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island)

3. How many were from the South?  __________

(Hint: Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia)

4. From which colony did most of the planters come? __________

5. How old was the oldest signer?    _________ the youngest? ________

Use the Sort and Subtotal functions.  Before sorting again, you must go back into Subtotal and Remove All:

6. Which colony had the most representatives?  __________

Why?  _____________________________________________________

7. How many of the signers were lawyers? __________

8. Which was the second most represented profession?  _____________________

Use a formula:

9. Calculate the average age of the signers?  __________

(Hint: Sum function divided by the number of signers)
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