
Athens vs . Sparta Essay 

 
 
 

Your family is considering moving to either Ancient 
Athens OR Ancient Sparta.  You need to convince 
them where they should live (Athens or Sparta) 

and explain your reasoning with examples.  Use your 
knowledge of these two city-states to write a letter 

persuading your family to make the right choice. 
 
 

1.  When you write your letter, make sure to consider 
three of the following areas: 

✎ Trade and Prosper ity <ECONOMY) 
✎ TREATMENT OF NON-CITIZENS (women/slaves) 

✎ Quality of Life (including education) 
✎ GOVERNMENT 

 
2.  make sure to support your opinion and explain your 
arguments clearly.  You must use information from the 
in-class readings and/or the textbook. 
 
3.  Your essay will include: An introduction with a 
thesis statement (stating your decision), three body 
paragraphs (one for each area you chose), and a 
conclusion. 
 
4.  Remember that your grade reflects WRITING (how 
well the essay is constructed) as well as CONTENT 
(the accuracy and use of information learned in class). 


