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Greenwich High School (GHS) Soils Remediation FAQs 

 
What is happening at GHS this summer for soil remediation? 
Remediation work will continue this summer near the west parking lot on the Greenwich High 
School (GHS) grounds. Impacted soil near this parking lot will be excavated and disposed 
offsite.This work will allow for the expansion of this parking lot in accordance with plans 
developed as part of the Music Instruction Space Auditorium (MISA) project. This planned 
expansion will improve parking lot congestion and allow bus traffic to flow through this parking 
lot. Additional work will include relocating and grading the stockpiled soil currently placed 
between the existing parking limits and athletic fields #3 and #4. This stockpiled soil is suitable 
for use on site, and is to be used for future remediation activities. Site utilities such as stormwater 
collection and detention structures and parking lot lighting, will also be installed. Finally, the 
back section of the parking area will be repaved and striped in accordance with plans developed 
and approved for the MISA project. More information can be found at the website link for 
Greenwich Public Schools (www.greenwichschools.org), and selecting the link to “GHS & 
MISA Environmental Testing & Reporting.”   
 
Why isn’t the whole site being cleaned up?  When will that be done? 
The environmental cleanup of the site is being done in phases.  The first phase, completed during 
the summer of 2014, included the cleanup of the southern portion of the site.  This summer 
(2015) includes the removal of impacted soil near the west parking lot, which will allow 
repaving and expansion of the west parking lot. We continue to work with the regulators to 
finalize remediation plan for the site. There is no set schedule for this currently. 
 
Are the other areas not being cleaned up now still safe for use? 
The site, high school, and athletic fields continue to be safe for use. 
 
The comprehensive environmental study conducted on the Site, which included a Human Health 
Risk Assessment completed in accordance with Federal Environmental Protection Agency 
guidelines, confirmed that the cleanup measures taken in the fall of 2012 (when surface soil was 
removed from several small areas around the athletic fields) were protective (impacted areas 
were removed), and that no new impacted surface areas were found. Both Federal and State 
regulators have been involved throughout the study. 
 
Where is the material going? 
Material will be hauled to disposal facilities that are permitted by State and Federal regulations 
to accept the material in accordance with strict safety standards.   
 
What is the schedule / how long will work go on? 
Work is slated to start the week of June 22 and be complete in time for the resumption of school 
activities on August 27th.  Fall sports programs that begin prior to August 27th will be 
accommodated.  Some minor work may continue after school starts, such as activity to make 
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sure any grass seed put down is growing, and that sedimentation and erosion controls are still in 
place and functioning where required. 
 
Who is doing the work? 
The work is being executed by Clean Harbors, under the daily supervision of AECOM, a 
consultant working with the Town’s Department of Public Works.  The Connecticut Department 
of Energy and Environmental Protection and the US Environmental Protection Agency are also 
overseeing work. 
 
Will I be impacted?  What happens if there is bad weather? 
Work will be monitored throughout and no off-site impacts are expected.  The contractor is 
required to protect the site in all weather conditions, and is experienced in this type of 
remediation work and appropriate site control measures.   
 
Is it safe to walk by? 
Yes.  Again, work will be monitored throughout and no off-site impacts are expected. 
 
Are any fields open for use during the summer? 
No, all fields at GHS are closed for the summer.  
 
What if I need to go to the school this summer – where can I park? 
The school is closed this summer except for minor administrative business.  For this purpose, 
visitors may park in the spaces in front of the school or out on the street.   
 
All parking lots will be available again when school is back in operation. 
 
Will traffic flow be impacted by this project? 
We do not expect significant traffic impacts this summer.  However, there will be days when 
trucks will be entering and leaving the site – hauling away impacted material and bringing in 
new material.  In addition, a portion of stockpiled soil to be maintained on site is being relocated.   
The Route 1/Putnam Avenue access to the site will be in use during this work, and traffic control 
will be in place to help keep traffic moving safely.  We will use a Police Officer for this work.  
However, this is not expected to be a daily event. 
 
Will it be dirty/dusty? 
Part of the work includes dust monitoring.  The workers will be aware of these conditions, and 
will spray down the area and sweep the street as necessary during the work to prevent emissions 
of dirt and dust. 
 
Will it be loud? 
We don’t expect so.  Trucks will be entering/exiting the site, and machinery will be operating, 
but these are standard construction operations and are not expected to create significant noise 
levels.   
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What are the work hours? 
Work will typically be completed during normal work hours from Monday through Friday.  
Saturday hours may also be used in accordance with Town ordinances. 
 
Will there be an announcement when this is completed? 
Please check our website for monthly updates on the progress of this work.   
 
What if I have questions about what is going on? 
Please contact Kim Eves for additional information: 
 

Kim Eves 
Greenwich Public Schools Director of Communications 

203-625-7415 
kim_eves@greenwich.k12.ct.us 


