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For Immediate Release 
 

Central Middle School Principal Accepts Westport Position 
 

Greenwich, CT - Tuesday, May 19, 2015 – Central Middle School (CMS) Principal Shelley Somers has 
accepted the position of Principal of Staples High School in Westport, CT, effective July 1, 2015. Ms. 
Somers has been with the Greenwich Public Schools as CMS Principal for the last six years. Ms. Somers 
said, “Although I am sad to leave, I feel confident that Central will continue to meet the academic, social, 
and emotional needs of our students. I have enjoyed working with and will miss the Central Middle School 
community, especially the students, as well as my colleagues across the District. I am looking forward to 
returning to high school, and I am excited about becoming part of the Staples community.” 
 
A student-centered and collaborative leader, Ms. Somers has been a staunch advocate for developing 
programs and practices for meeting the unique needs of middle school students in our District. Her tenure 
at CMS has been focused on programs and practices that are developmentally responsive, challenging, 
empowering and equitable. She has provided guidance as Facilitator for the Middle School Network, 
working with peers in developing the professional learning plans for middle school teachers and modeling 
effective data-driven decision making through the GPS Data Team structure. She has also been 
instrumental in bringing AVID to Central Middle School.  
 
Superintendent of Schools William S. McKersie said, “We applaud Shelley Somers’ appointment as 
Principal of Staples High School. Ms. Somers is a prime example of the expert educators that we have in 
our district--she has always focused first and foremost on the intellectual, social, emotional and physical 
well being of her students. We will miss her greatly as a professional colleague and wish her all the best 
in her new role.” 
 
The search for a Central Middle School Principal will begin immediately.  
 
Bio Brief: Shelley Somers 
 
Ms. Somers joined the Greenwich Public Schools in 2009 as Principal of Central Middle School. She also 
serves as leader for the GPS Middle School Network representing her peers in this District-wide 
collaborative planning structure. Nominated by the CMS PTA, Ms. Somers received the CT-PTA’s Middle 
School Principal of the Year Award in 2015.  
 
Prior to joining the Greenwich Public Schools as Central Middle School Principal, Ms. Somers worked for 
the Beaufort County Schools for ten years as teacher and administrator at the secondary level (1999-
2009). In her role as English and Spanish teacher at the Humanities School of Beaufort in 1999-2000 she 
designed curriculum for both disciplines and created a Drama Department for the school, directing four 
productions. In 2000, she moved to Battery Creek High School in Beaufort as an English teacher and 
Department Chair. She taught English and Journalism for students in grades 9-12, supervised the 
Department, developed and implemented a Tech Prep curriculum and a ‘small learning community’ for at-
risk students. She was recognized for her significant contributions to the school as the Battery Creek High 
School 2003 Teacher of the Year. In 2003, she was appointed Assistant Principal for Hilton Head High 
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School, where she was responsible for the English and Social Studies Departments and acted as the 
ESOL Coordinator. Recognizing the need for targeted interventions, Ms. Somers developed and taught an 
after school credit recovery program, and designed and implemented an alternative program for at-risk 
students.  
 
She taught English at Robert Smalls Middle School in 2005-06 before accepting the position of Head of 
School of Arts, Communications and Technology at Beaufort High School in 2006. In this role, Ms. 
Somers developed curriculum for school majors – Engineering, Media, Visual/Performing Arts, and 
Communications. She also acted as Community Liaison and has been skilled at developing partnerships 
with local businesses and the arts council, as well as a dual enrollment program with the local community 
college. Ms. Somers is experienced with data-driven decision making and identifying the needs of 
individual students. She is innovative in her approach to program development and instructional strategies 
to meet the needs of students, and she has been a consistent and valued advocate for her students. 
 
Ms. Somers received her BA in Education from American University, Washington, D.C. in 1973; her 
Masters in Education from the University of Hartford, Hartford, CT in 1980; and her Administrative 
Certification from Central Connecticut State University in New Britain, CT in 1996.  
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