
GREENWICH	  PUBLIC	  SCHOOLS	  
Greenwich,	  CT	  

	  

Visit us at http://www.greenwichschools.org 
Follow us @GPSDistrict 

	  

Contact: 
Kim Eves, Director of Communications 

Kim_eves@greenwich.k12.ct.us     
203-625-7415    

@EvesGPSCOMM 
For Immediate Release: 

 
GPS CELEBRATES SPRING INTO FRIENDSHIP DAY 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 
  
Greenwich, CT - Tuesday, March 17, 2015 – SPRING INTO FRIENDSHIP DAY is one of many events 
organized by the Greenwich Public Schools this year as a way to promote a safe school climate by fostering 
social-emotional skills in our students and reinforcing the district’s norms: Be Here, Be Safe, Be Honest, Care 
for Self and Others, Let Go and Move On. Using lesson plans developed by mental health professionals and 
teachers, schools across the District will participate in SPRING INTO FRIENDSHIP DAY. 
 
WHO:  On March 18th, a majority of students in the Greenwich Public Schools will celebrate SPRING 

INTO FRIENDSHIP DAY 
 
WHAT: SPRING INTO FRIENDSHIP is a common initiative across grade levels to promote friendship 

and positive relationships. Teachers have been provided with lesson plan ideas to use during 
morning meetings and advisory time. Throughout the day, students will discuss the value of 
friendship and strategies they can use to make new friends (e.g. What is friendship? What are 
the ingredients of a good friend? What does it mean to be a friend?, etc.) Students will read 
stories about friendship and will learn skills that will allow them to make new friends. In addition, 
they will be given the opportunity to practice these skills in the classroom and set up a personal 
goal that involves making a new friend. Students will engage in activities that reinforce the skills 
they have learned.  
 

WHERE  Greenwich Public Schools classrooms 

WHEN:  Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

WHY: The SPRING INTO FRIENDSHIP DAY event is meaningful initiative in two ways: First, it 
supports GPS efforts to promote social emotional learning by fostering friendship and positive 
relationships. Second, it allows students to discuss the value of friendship and learn new ways 
to make friends. 

 
HOW: Mental health professionals and teachers from many of the schools coordinated the event with 

the teachers, administrators and students in their respective schools. Lesson plans were 
disseminated structured around the theme SPRING INTO FRIENDSHIP, encouraging teachers 
to implement them in their own creative ways. In addition, all teachers, staff and students in the 
GPS and at Havemeyer are encouraged to wear the color yellow on March 18th expressing their 
participation in the event. 
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