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September 22, 2014 

GREENWICH HIGH SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING UPDATE 

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers (FAQA) 
	  

FAQA about Wetlands 

Does the GHS property still contain wetlands? 

Wetlands currently exist on the southeast portion of the property (around the brook and pond) and on the 
northern extent of the property. The remainder of the property is not considered to be a wetland. 

Did the US Army Corps of Engineers recently visit the site to review this 
determination? 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) received a complaint letter from a resident in the Town of 
Greenwich regarding the historical development of the High School campus, which triggered the 
following activities or letters/responses: 

• On July 9 2012, the Town received a request from the USACE for information regarding 
historical site development activities for the High School and the athletic fields. Specifically, the 
USACE was requesting information to evaluate whether jurisdictional wetlands (i.e., wetlands 
subject to USACE regulations) were inadvertently filled on the High School campus during 
development activities. 

• On July 31, 2012, the Town provided a detailed response to the USACE’s request for 
information. This letter (available on our website at this link:  
http://www.greenwichschools.org/uploaded/district/pdfs/News_Archives/News_Archives_2012-
13/GHS_Environmental_Evaluation/USACOE_Response_for_GHS_Aug_2012.pdf ) provides detailed 
information regarding the time line for historical site development activities of the High School 
buildings and athletic fields. It also describes the historical site work completed regarding West 
Brothers Brook. The Town’s response showed that this historical work was completed several 
years prior to the enactment of USACE regulations regarding wetland/waterways. Finally, the 
response also indicates that future construction work is not planned in areas of wetlands or 
within waterways – specifically, that the MISA project construction will not be conducted within 
wetlands or waterways. 

• On September 14, 2012, the USACE conducted a site visit to observe conditions at the High 
School campus.  

• On October 17, 2012, the USACE confirmed in a letter available on our website that “…there 
has been no violation of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The original Brook diversion and 
channelization, and wetland filling, occurred prior to implementation of Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act. Therefore, the work is considered authorized and any subsequent work done to the 
athletic fields would not have been regulated.” (letter available at this link: 
http://www.greenwichschools.org/uploaded/district/pdfs/News_Archives/News_Archives_2012-
13/GHS_Environmental_Evaluation/101712_USACoE_Greenwich_High_School_12-1202.pdf) Thus, historical 
and current activities being performed at the site are not violating Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act.  
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There are wetlands, a water body, and a watercourse remaining on the property. These areas were 
delineated in accordance with State of Connecticut and USACE regulations and have been represented 
on figures included in the reports submitted to the public and federal and state regulators. Attached is 
Figure 1-2 from the Remedial Investigation, submitted in February 2013, which shows the watercourse 
(West Brothers Brook) and water body (Cider Mill Pond) outlined with a dashed blue line and the areas 
of delineated wetlands on the property outlined with a solid green line. Wetlands currently exist on the 
southeast portion of the property (around the brook and pond) and on the northern extent of the property. 
The remainder of the property is not considered to be wetlands as determined by the delineation and 
confirmed by the USACE.  

FAQA about the Environmental Land Use Restriction for the GHS Site 

What is an ELUR? 

An Environmental Land Use Restriction (ELUR) is an easement on a property restricting activities that 
may be performed on a site and recorded on the municipal land records. The purpose of an ELUR is to 
minimize the risk posed by human exposure by restricting certain activities at a property or a portion of 
a property. An ELUR is a tool which permits the remedial goals for a property to be dependent on the 
exposure risk associated with site use. A deed restriction (ELUR) may only be executed by the owner of 
the property. The deed restriction (ELUR) will only apply to the GHS site.  

Will the ELUR be filed on abutting properties? 

No. Only a property owner may execute a deed restriction on his or her own property. The deed 
restriction (ELUR) will only apply to the GHS site. The delineation of chemical impacts at the GHS site 
indicate that chemical impacts are limited to the GHS property and that a deed restriction (ELUR) is 
only required for the GHS site.  

What impact does the ELUR have on abutting properties? 

With respect to the questions we have received regarding potential real estate transactions for abutting 
neighbors and the Fannie Mae Form 4340, abutting property owners have no need to place any deed 
restrictions on their own properties as a result of the GHS site. Each neighbor abutting the site would 
make his or her own determination as to any knowledge of issues at the GHS site that could impact his 
or her property. Please note all sampling and monitoring conducted to date continues to show that site 
impacts are limited to the site itself and have not spread beyond the GHS boundaries. 

Why is an ELUR necessary on the GHS site? 

A deed restriction (ELUR) would be required for the GHS site as long as any chemicals of concern 
above regulatory levels were left in place at the site.  

What does the ELUR specifically do? 

The deed restriction (ELUR) puts restrictions on intrusive activities that might be performed on the site 
– for example, if the Town had to excavate a deep hole for some purpose, certain procedures would need 
to be followed.  
The ELUR will not restrict educational or sports activities – the site will continue to be a high school 
and sports will continue on the fields.  
Once the ELUR is agreed to by the Town with state and federal regulators, the Town will be responsible 
for performing all of the long-term inspection, maintenance, and monitoring on the property.  
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When will the ELUR be filed for the GHS Site? 

The Town has discussed filing of the deed restriction (ELUR) with federal and state regulatory 
authorities, and it is agreed that this would best be done on a site-wide basis after site-wide remedial 
activities are completed. The Town filed a written request with EPA to confirm the ELUR will be filed 
in this manner. An approval letter from EPA is expected shortly. The EPA approval letter will be posted 
to our webpage after it has been received.  

After the ELUR is filed, what will the GHS Site be zoned? 

The GHS Site property’s zoning will remain the same as it is today; there is no federal or state 
environmental regulatory driver that will cause it to be changed. The site is currently zoned residential 
and we expect it to remain so for as long as the property is used as a school. 

After the ELUR is filed, what “label” will the GHS site have? 

The GHS site will not be labeled as a landfill or disposal facility, nor as a waste storage or treatment 
facility. The site is not included on the list of properties under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) and will not be considered for the National 
Priorities List (NPL), nor is it regulated by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 
There will be no special labels or classifications applied to the site. 
Although the site has appeared on the PCB National Report one time, it has already been removed. The 
Town was listed only as a generator after filing the necessary forms to obtain an EPA identification 
number for the site; after this process was completed, the site no longer needed to be included on this 
report.  

FAQA about the GHS Site Remediation Project 

Is the site still safe for use? 

Yes. All our sampling and monitoring to date, including ongoing quarterly groundwater monitoring, has 
consistently shown that site impacts are limited to the site itself; we do not see impacts migrating off 
site. The site continues to be safe for use.  

What are you going to do about contaminated materials that get tracked offsite? 

Measures, approved by federal and state agencies, will be put in place to avoid this from occurring.  

Measures will be put in place on the site during the work to prevent the migration of PCBs. Monitoring 
will be required and will be performed to determine that these measures have been effective:  

• Dust suppression, typically application of a water mist, will be performed at the excavations to 
keep PCB-impacted soil in place until it is excavated and placed into the transport vehicles.  

• Air monitoring will be performed around all excavation areas to monitor the effectiveness of dust 
suppression and to provide adequate warning if additional dust suppression is needed to keep soil 
in place. Action levels for the dust monitoring will be low enough so that actions will be taken 
before any possible measurable concentrations of PCBs takes place. 

Trucks used to transport soil offsite will be kept in designated “clean areas” before they are loaded. 
PCB-impacted soil will be directly loaded into the truck, which will be equipped with a liner and a tarp 
will be placed over the soil in the truck bed once it has been loaded. After the truck is loaded, it will be 
decontaminated to remove any dirt that may have fallen onto the outside of the truck during loading, the 
loading area will be cleaned of any soil that may have fallen outside the truck during loading, and then 
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the process will be repeated with another truck and the clean truck with the soil covered will be 
transported offsite. This is a standard approach for projects of this nature. 

Can you use another road other than Hillside Road for site work vehicles? 

Soil excavated during remediation work performed on the southern side of the site during summer 2014 
was loaded into trucks and then transported offsite via Route 1. However, given the areas of the GHS 
site we still need to remediate (north of West Brothers Brook and Cider Mill Pond), trucks will need to 
use Hillside Road to reach Route 1. Our goal is to complete the project over two to three summers, to 
minimize disruptions to the neighborhood, traffic, and school operations.   
Hillside Road’s condition will be evaluated and necessary repairs will be completed during 
implementation of the remediation and when the project is finished.  

FAQA about Landscaping at the GHS Site in the Remediation Areas 

When will the Site landscaping be done? 

We hope to start landscaping the areas that were remediated this past summer (in 2014) during the 
summer vacation of 2015.  
The GHS site remediation project will be coordinating its restoration and landscaping plans with the 
Board of Education (BOE) and the Parks Department, based on the environmental conditions at the site. 
DPW will begin requesting funds for this aspect of the project in its FY 15/16 capital budget. We will 
also be looking at the site landscaping as a whole with BOE and Parks as we work on our next 
remediation phase.  

Miscellaneous FAQA 

Was fill from the Cos Cob Power Plant brought to the GHS site? 

No. No material was brought to GHS from the Cos Cob Power Plant remediation work for any purpose 
or project.  

Have PCBs been discharged to the Grass Island Wastewater Treatment Plant? 

No. No PCBs have been discharged to the plant.  

The MISA project, during its dewatering activities, had a “belts and suspenders” approach which 
required groundwater to be pumped through an on-site treatment system. PCBs were not found in the 
influent to the treatment system, and thus not in the system discharge, either. 


