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Synopsis of Proposal: 
 
This report analyzes the following issues: 
1) Whether there are adequate supports in place to support student needs for 

internet access at home, given the Digital Learning Environment 
implementation; and 

2) Whether the District should assume the responsibilities of providing Internet 
access to students in need. 

 



2 
 

Overview 
As the District moves toward full implementation of the Digital Learning 
Environment (DLE) initiative in SY2015-16, secondary students must have reliable 
access to online resources both in school and outside of it. Due to the District’s 
homework guidelines in Procedure E-040.23, there is no need to address Internet 
access issues for elementary students because they are assigned less than 40 
minutes of additional work, per evening. Furthermore, students in Grades PK-2 are 
not expected to take their DLE devices home. 
 
Current Methods of Access to Internet for GPS Students 
Students in Greenwich schools gain access to the Internet after the school day in 
the following ways: 
1) Media Centers in the secondary schools are open until the departure of the late 

buses (approximately 3:45 PM, more than an hour after dismissal); 
2) The Greenwich Public Library remains open for additional hours during the 

Spring testing period, midterms, and finals; 
3) Greenwich Schools maintains a close partnership with the Byram Schubert 

Library, with the library providing afterschool activities directed to New Lebanon 
school students; and 

4) The Greenwich Alliance currently supports high-speed internet access for 9 
students through their Digital Divide granti. The Alliance estimates the true 
system-wide need at double that number, according to their criteria. 

 
Internet Access in Fairfield County 
According to the 2013 American Community Survey, administered by the U.S. 
Census Bureau, 83.8% of U.S. households reported owning a computer, and 
almost 75% of all U.S. households are estimated to use the Internet with a high-
speed Internet connection at home. Estimates for the state of Connecticut exceed 
the national average, as 84% of responding households in the state reported using 
a high speed Internet connection at home.  

In 2010, Pew Research Center (PRC) found that one-third of broadband users 
subscribed to a premium service, and the average broadband subscriber paid 
$41.18 per month for serviceii. PRC also found that 15% of American adults do not 
use the Internet. Those least likely to use the Internet were: i) senior citizens; ii) 
adults with less than a high school education; and iii) those living in households 
earning less than $30,000 per year. Among adults who do not use the Internet, 
almost half reported in the PRC survey that “the main reason they don’t go online 
is because they don’t think the internet is relevant to themiii.” 

 
Internet Access in Greenwich 
The District identifies students without home high-speed internet access using two 
methods, in tandem: i) a list is populated that indicates students for whom there is 
no associated parental email address on file with the District; and ii) in partnership 
with the Greenwich Alliance, GPS guidance counselors are asked to identify 
students who they believe lack Internet access at home.  
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The number of students without associated parental email addresses is used as a 
proxy variable for identifying families without Internet access.  Due to the sensitivity 
of the topic, this is likely the best proxy variable.  A table of students lacking an 
associated parental email address as of March 1, 2015, by school, appears below: 

Students Without Associated Parental Email Address as of 3/1/15 
School # of Students % of Enrollment % of Total Need 

Greenwich HS 66 2.6% 54.5% 
Central Middle School 2 0.3% 1.7% 
Western Middle School 6 1.1% 5.0% 
Julian Curtiss School 10 2.7% 8.3% 
New Lebanon School 12 4.6% 9.9% 
Old Greenwich School 3 0.7% 2.5% 
Parkway School 5 1.9% 4.1% 
Riverside School 1 0.0% 0.8% 
Hamilton Avenue School 16 4.7% 13.2% 
Grand Total 121 1.4% 100.0% 
 

Although the table identifies a total of 121 students lacking parental email 
addresses, representing 116 unique households, most of which are at GHS, this 
does not represent the actual need for Internet services throughout the District. A 
survey at GHS in 2012-13 found the approximately 2% of enrolled students lacked 
Internet access at home.  When students in grades 3-6 were surveyed in 
November of 2014, the District found the following in response to the question “do 
you have permission to use the Internet at home:” 

Technology Readiness Survey Question: Do you have permission to Use 
the Internet at Home (Nov. 2014) 

Response # of 
Students 

% of 
Total 

Yes 2026 96.5% 
No 54 2.6% 

I Don’t have the Internet at Home 19 0.9% 

TOTAL 2099 100.0% 

Grades 3-6 Enrollment as of 9/10 (and response 
rate) 2718 77.2% 

 

These surveys, taken together, indicate that across elementary, middle, and high 
school grade levels, the percentage of students in need of home Internet access 
may be estimated at approximately 1-1.8%. The missing email address list 
validates this conclusion as it identifies 74 secondary students out of a total 
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secondary enrollment of approximately 4470 (as of 3/1/15), or 1.7%, in need of 
home Internet access.  

 
Assumptions 

• The problem of Internet access is primarily an issue at the secondary level; 
• Students in grades PK-2 do not take home their DLE Device; and 
• Due to the GPS homework procedure, students in grades 3-5 will not 

engage in frequent use of their digital devices at homeiv 
 
Options 
The following options may be further explored to remedy any remaining issues: 
1) Continue the partnership with the Greenwich Alliance in support of their Digital 

Divide programv; 
2) The District may procure mobile hotspots and treat them as a circulating 

resource in the Library Media Centers; 
3) The District may explore opportunities to provide students with third-party 

wireless access through existing accounts (e.g., Cablevision); 
4) The District may explore additional opportunities to provide student internet 

access through the Greenwich Library 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                           
i http://www.greenwichalliance.org/programs/reaching-out-grants/bridging-the-digital-divide/ 

ii http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheets/broadband-technology-fact-sheet/ 

iii http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Home-Broadband-2010/Part-1/One-third-of-broadband-users-subscribe-to-a-premium-
service.aspx 

iv GPS Procedure E-040.23 recommends the following homework amounts: 10 mins in Grades K-1; 20 in Grade 2; 30 in Grade 3; and 40 
in Grades 4 and 5. 

v Digital Divide Criteria for Eligibility: 
• Documented free or reduced lunch (F/R);  
• Must have demonstrated academic commitment (attendance, no significant disciplinary issues); and 
• Written endorsement from a community member and/or GPS staff member 


