
 
ADDENDUM NO.3 
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  GHS SYNTHETIC FIELD TURF REPLACEMENT BID  
  OPENING DATE: April 27, 2016 
  OPENING TIME:  11:00 a.m.  
  BID NUMBER:   2057-16 
 
 

This Addendum No.3 is being issued to answer the following questions: 
 
QUESTION: 

Are you asking bidders to submit the full chemical compositions of their products?  
  
This is important so you can identify substances that are known to cause cancer or 
other health problems to humans. Without this information it is not possible to assess 
the health risks to children, and it is easy to fall into the trap of selecting a product with a 
name that includes terms like  “green,” “organic” or “virgin” without knowing 
whether it contains  dangerous ingredients.   With regards to the “virgin rubber” 
products, these are, in fact, crumb rubber.  “Virgin” only signifies that it does not have 
additional contaminants from tires used  used on roads, but it is still synthetic rubber 
made with known carcinogens. Since the terms "green" and "organic" are not regulated 
terms when it comes to non-food items, they don't have any meaning unless they are 
first defined in the specs.  We'd recommend that these terms be defined as "excluding 
any known carcinogens, heavy metals or other toxic substances." 
 
ANSWER: 
 
Yes, full chemical analysis of turf products being proposed 
 
QUESTION: 

Is there a requirement that the Committee assess the health risks to humans of each 

product bidding for the job? Who will make that health risk determination and what 

criteria will be used? 

 
We urge you to consider asking real experts in children's health - doctors and 
researchers who have no commercial interest in selling turf or any other products - 
about the potential health risks of various chemical ingredients.  For instance, the 
doctors and researchers at Mount Sinai Children's Environmental Health Center are 



world-renowned experts in this area.   Relying on assurances of safety from non-
medical sources puts you at risk of making an unwise choice that exposes children to 
harm.  
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Committee will be reviewing all bids and will be making a decision from the scope 

of the bid.   

QUESTION: 

Are the costs of removing the product being factored into the overall cost of the 

product?   

 
Removal costs are critical to having a complete picture of the economic burden to the 
town.  For example, crumb rubber products may be inexpensive to install but may be 
very costly to remove, whereas truly organic products may be more expensive to install 
but can have no cost to remove since they can become mulch.  A complete analysis 
must include ALL the costs associated with each product - installation, maintenance and 
removal.  Otherwise, you risk making an unwise economic choice.    
 
ANSWER: 
 
Yes, total costs 

  
All project requirements, except for those that are specifically added or modified by this Addendum, 

 shall remain in full effect.  

 
    Eugene H. Watts                                   END OF ADDENDUM NO. 3 

   

   

 


