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Advanced Learning Program Overview

Grade 2
Enrichment

• Reading

• Math

Grades 3-5
Advanced 
Academics

• Reading

• Math

Enrichment

• Science

Grades 6-8
Advanced 
Academics
• Language Arts
Enrichment
• Seminar

Middle School 
Advanced Academics 
overseen by program 
administrators
• Math
• Science
• Foreign Language



Placement Process

Referral Phase Evaluation Phase Placement Phase



Teacher refers student for additional testing
 Students who scored at or above the 96th percentile on 

the STAR Reading
 Students who have shown characteristics of 

underdeveloped potential

Parent refers student for additional testing
 Parents may nominate their child
 Nomination forms available on the website

https://www.greenwichschools.org/teaching-
learning/academics/advanced-learning-program-alp

All Forms are due to school offices by 
January 20
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Triangulation in ALP Placement Process

No one score on any one measure determines placement.



Ability, Achievement and Performance are 
different aspects of cognitive development

• Ability – reasoning abilities that are developed 
indirectly through instruction that challenges 
students to think in new ways (fluid reasoning 
abilities)

• Achievement – knowledge and skills specifically 
taught in schools (crystallized abilities)

• Performance – a student’s ability to integrate 
knowledge and skills



Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAT)

(general cognitive abilities and reasoning skills)

• Comprehending problem situations 
• Detecting similarities and differences 
• Making inferences
• Making deductions

• Classifying and categorizing objects, events, and 
other stimuli

• Creating and adapting problem-solving strategies
• Using familiar concepts and skills in new contexts



Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAT)

(general cognitive abilities and reasoning skills)

Verbal Battery

Measures flexibility, fluency, and 
adaptability in reasoning with verbal 
materials and in solving verbal problems



Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAT)

(general cognitive abilities and reasoning skills)
Verbal Battery Sample Items

Verbal Analogies

Sentence Completion

Verbal Classification

White  snow : black 

A brown     B bronze     C rain     D coal     E  clouds

On the way home from school, Lashanda jumped in many ________ that 
the rain had left.
A rivers     B puddles     C flowers      D holes    E  lakes

Apple      Orange      Pear
A fruit     B carrot     C pea      D lemon    E  onion



• Computer Adaptive Tests
 continually adjust the difficulty of each child’s test by choosing 

each test question based on the child’s previous response

• Designed to be as efficient as possible
 STAR Reading Enterprise test in about 20-25 minutes



STAR Reading Enterprise™ is an assessment of reading 
comprehension and skills for independent readers through grade 12. 
STAR Reading Enterprise tracks development in five domains:

•   Word Knowledge and Skills

•   Comprehension Strategies and Constructing Meaning

•   Analyzing Literary Text

•   Understanding Author’s Craft

•   Analyzing Argument and Evaluating Text



Performance Tasks
(integration of knowledge and skills)

Tasks require students demonstrate their 
knowledge, skills, and strategies to generate their 
own responses. 



Performance Tasks
(Integration of Knowledge and Skills)

Reading performance task 
Questions require students to:

• Use more complex thought processes in interpreting text 

• Read between the lines 

• Use critical thinking in judging, evaluating, or analyzing 
text or in integrating ideas within and beyond the text



Reading Performance Task Sample Items

The Road Not Taken 
By Robert Frost
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.



Reading Performance Task Sample Items

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening
by Robert Frost 

Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village, though;
He will not see me stopping here 
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year. 

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake. 
The only other sound's the sweep 
Of easy wind and downy flake. 
The woods are lovely, dark, and deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep. 



Performance Tasks
(Integration of Knowledge and Skills)

Reading Performance Task Sample Items

Use evidence to support your answer.

In your own words, tell what the speaker mean by the lines, 
“But I have promises to keep./And miles to go before I sleep“

In your own words, tell what the speaker mean by the lines, “I 
took the road less traveled by, /And that has made all the 
difference.”

Use evidence to support your answer.



Performance Tasks
(Integration of Knowledge and Skills)

Reading Performance Task Sample Items

As the poem develops, how is the author’s attitude about choices 
revealed? What specific words or phrases does Frost use to 
convey his message about choices in this poem? 

Use evidence to support your answer.

What is the theme of the poem and how is it developed over the 
course of the poem? 

Use evidence to support your answer.



Performance Tasks
(Integration of Knowledge and Skills)

Reading Performance Task Sample Items

How does the title contribute to the overall meaning of the 
poem? 
Use evidence to support your answer.

What Gives Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” Its Power?

Use evidence to support your answer.



Performance Tasks
(Integration of Knowledge and Skills)

Reading Performance Task Sample Items

In "The Road Not Taken" and "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening," how does Frost emphasize the importance of weighing 
and making choices? How are the two poems similar and 
different?

Use evidence from the poems to support your answer.



Reading Performance Task Sample Items

from For Good
Indina Menzel
I've heard it said
That people come into our lives for a reason
Bringing something we must learn
And we are led
To those who help us most to grow
If we let them
And we help them in return
Well, I don't know if I believe that's true
But I know I'm who I am today
Because I knew you...
Like a comet pulled from orbit
As it passes a sun
Like a stream that meets a boulder
Halfway through the wood
Who can say if I've been changed for the better?
But because I knew you
I have been changed for good

How are the themes presented in “The Road Not 
Taken” and “For Good” similar? 
Use evidence from the poems to support your answer.



Performance Tasks
(Integration of Knowledge and Skills)

Reading Performance Task Sample Items

Question Stems
• What lesson does the author want the reader to learn? Use 

details from the text to support your answer. 

• What does the author mean by…?

• How does the character change in the story?

• What prediction do you have for the next event in the story?

• Why do you think the character acted that way? 

• How does the author help you understand the message?

Use evidence to support your answer.



• Ability
• Achievement
• Performance
• Behaviors/ 

Characteristics

Portfolio  Assembled



Building Advisory Committee
Classroom 

Teacher ALP Teacher(s)

ALP
Facilitator

Building 
Administrator(s)

Discuss educational needs of every student
No one score on any one measure determines placement.
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 Is recommended for ALP Class
 Parents can decline 

placement

 Is not recommended for ALP Class
 Parents can request student 

be re-considered via the 
appeal process (written 
request required)

Placement Recommendations



Permission and Nomination Forms 
due to school offices by January 20

Assessments will be administered between 
January 23 and February 3

Specific dates determined by building

Assessment Results and Placement 
Recommendations sent March 10

Important Dates



www.greenwichschools.org/teaching-learning/academics/advanced-learning-program-alp

Bonnie_O’Regan@Greenwich.k12.ct.us
203-625-7422 or 203-625-7462

Questions?


