TRIP COST ESTIMATOR ACTIVITY

Phase 1 - Planning and Calculating

    The following information is needed for this calculation:

        * The number of miles to be traveled

        * The number of miles that the vehicle will travel on one gallon of gas (mpg)

        * The average cost of a gallon of gas (rounded to the nearest penny)

    The calculation also involves multiple steps:

1. Determine the number of gallons of gas to be used

a. number of miles divided by miles per gallon gives the number of gallons of gas needed

2. Determine the cost of the gasoline needed for the trip

b. number of gallons of gas needed times the cost per gallon gives the cost of the trip.

Phase 2 - Creating the spreadsheet and writing the equation

    Step 1 - Open an Excel workbook

    Step 2 - Type basic information onto the sheet:

        * In cell B2 type Trip Cost Estimator
        * In cell B4 type Type the number of miles (round trip) you will travel 

* In cell D6 type a number (of miles)

        * In cell E6 type the word miles
        * In cell B8 type How many miles per gallon does your vehicle usually get?

        * In cell D10 type a number (of miles per gallon)

        * In cell B12 type How much does a gallon of gasoline cost?
        * In cell D14 type the typical cost of a gallon of gas

        * In cell B16 type The cost of your trip will be:

        * In cell D18 you will enter an equation

    Step 3 - Determine what the equation should be.

        First the number of miles (in cell D6)

 should be divided by 

the number of miles per gallon (in cell D10)

 Take that number of gallons and

 multiply by 

the cost of a gallon of gas (in cell D14)

        The above statement is typed into cell D18 as:

=(D6/D10)*D14

    Step 4 - As soon as the equation is entered into D18, the cost of the trip is calculated.

    Step 5 - Save your work

    Step 6 - Enter data for another trip, use a different number of miles and miles per gallon.

Phase 3 - Designing the look of the final product

    Step 1 – Select column B  and center the text in those cells

    Step 2 - Cover up the lines:

        * Select All on the worksheet you are using – APPLE A

        * Use the Fill Color button to make the sheet a solid white.

    Step 3 – 

*Use the Fill Color button to color the cells for the red border.  

*Use the Fill Color button to add colors to highlight the cells where data will be entered.

    Step 4 - Use the Borders button to place a dark black around the cells where data will be entered.

    Step 5 - Find an appropriate car or travel-theme clip art image to place on your spreadsheet.  Add it, resize or crop as needed so it looks nice, and save.
